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The Giant’s Rib Discovery Centre is now on Facebook!  
Visit our website and look for the link:  for all the latest news and updates.           

 

The Bruce Duncan Memorial Lecture Series 
This series, proudly sponsored by the Giant’s Rib Discovery Centre, is named in honour of the former General 
Manager of the Hamilton Conservation Authority and is dedicated to promoting the Niagara Escarpment as an 
internationally-recognized World Biosphere Reserve, as well as being a truly unique topographic feature of our 

natural and cultural heritage. 
 

Next Presentation of this Season: Sunday, October 21st   

       For the Birds: What Birdwatchers Do 
with John Black, Past President of Ontario Field Ornithologists,                                  
Co-Author of “Niagara Birds” 
 
John Black is an avid bird watcher who arrived in the Niagara Region in 
1966 to teach Physics at Brock University.  In1993 he began research on 
the migration of birds on weather radar and on the nocturnal calls of 
migrating birds. Results of these studies have been published in Birders 
Journal and The Auk.  
He is co-editor, with Kayo Roy, of the recently published Niagara Birds. 

One of his present 
ambitions is to see all 
the families of birds in 
the world. He has 
served as councillor 
and webmaster for the 
Association of Field 
Ornithologists, Regional 
Coordinator for Niagara 
of the Second Ontario Breeding Bird Atlas, member 
of the board of the Peninsula Field Naturalists, and  
he is the immediate past president of the Ontario 
Field Ornithologists.  
 
From activities as simple as filling backyard feeders in 
St. Catharines, to those as complicated as climbing 
the mountains of Borneo, bird watchers or birders, as 
they are now called, engage in a wide range of 
procedures in order to satisfy their enthusiasm for 
tracking down birds. This illustrated presentation will 
highlight some of the activities of birders as they 
search the world for more than 10,000 bird species. 
 



 
The Bruce Duncan Memorial Lecture Series  

The Complete 2012 – 2013 Program 
 

September 30  Fungi: Friend or Foe  
                                    KYLE McLOUGHLIN Experienced Wilderness Guide and Naturalist 
 
October 21   For The Birds: What Birdwatchers Do  
                                 JOHN BLACK, Past President of Ontario Field Ornithologists 
                                 Co-Author of “Niagara Birds” 
   
December 2   My Favourite Hikes Along the Bruce Trail  
             BETH KUMMLING, Executive Director. Bruce Trail Conservancy  
 

 
 
 
February 10   The Niagara Escarpment Biosphere 10-Year Review                              
                                CECIL LOUIS, Niagara Escarpment Commissioner 
 
 March 24     Rehabilitation of  Escarpment Quarries  

MOREEN MILLER, President, Ontario Stone Sand and Gravel Association    
 
April 14   The Cootes to the Escarpment Plan  

BRIAN BAETZ, Environmental Engineer, McMaster University,  
Member of the Cootes to the Escarpment Planning Team 

 
May 5   The Wild Orchids of the Bruce Peninsula 

SEAN LIPERE, Species at Risk Outreach Coordinator and Ecological   
                Communications Officer for the Bruce Peninsula National Park and Fathom Five  
                                 National Marine Park    
 
Attempts will be made to organize field trips related to the Lecture Series presentations.  
 

Presentations will be held on Sunday afternoons, from 2:00 - 3:00 p.m. at the former Parks Canada Discovery Centre 
on 57 Discovery Drive, Hamilton, now administered by the Hamilton Waterfront Trust. 

 
Parking is free, but there is an admission charge of $3.00 for each of the presentations. Refreshments will be 

provided after each presentation, along with an opportunity to talk with our guest speaker!  
 

For further information: Kenneth Hall (kenjoan75@sympatico.ca), Stan Nowak (basil.cottage@sympatico.ca 
). 



The Giant’s Rib presents: 
Art and Photography of the Heritage of the Niagara Escarpment 

Celebrates ‘the art’ of the natural and cultural heritage of the Niagara Escarpment featuring a new local artist every 
month at the Dundas Valley Trail Centre, Dundas Valley Conservation Area, 650 Governor’s Road, Dundas. 

Saturdays and Sundays only from 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
PLEASE NOTE: Park entrance fee is now $9.00 per car, but walk in or bike in is FREE.  
There is no admission fee to view the exhibit, but donations are gratefully accepted. 

For further information: Arts Program Co-ordinator Kenneth Hall kenjoan75@sympatico.ca 
 

For the Month of October 2012: 
 
Featuring the artistic works of Don Crosby  

Native Critters and Blooms 
 

Don Corby has been a photographer since high school. He became interested in capturing 
the wonder of nature and the intricacies of botanicals while working in a Weston, Ontario 
camera shop to pay his way to an engineering degree. 
 
He enjoys landscapes and close-up botanicals, and captures the character of the places he 
visits.  Trips to Yosemite, Hawaii, Britain and the Canadian Provinces have added to his 
portfolio, but he also enjoys photographing parks, conservation and rural areas around the 
Niagara escarpment. You will also find Don shooting images of his rural property, wandering 
amongst the wildflower and native plant gardens, rose gardens, perennial beds, water 
garden and natural meadow. 
 
Although experimenting with various photographic techniques, Don enjoys the challenge of 
capturing nature without contrivance. His photographs represent exactly what the camera 
(and Don) saw when the shutter was released. Using a Nikon F2 with a 200mm micro lens, 

Don takes most of his pictures in the early morning when the light is just right, the dew is on the plants and 
the air is still and fresh. 
 
In 2006 Don has shown his work in a solo exhibition “Botanicals Naturally” at the Royal Botanical Gardens. 
Again in 2008 Don had another solo exhibition at the RBG titled “Complex Simplicity”. He has also 
participated in multiple medium shows at the Hamilton Conservatory for the Arts, Carnegie Gallery and at 
the Burlington Art Centre. Don’s work is always on display in his own gallery and in the Village Gallery in 
Waterdown. 
 
Don is a member of the Trillium Photographic Club of Burlington. He has 
won several awards within the club, including the Louise Elder Award for 
best Wildflower photo. In 2006 he also won the Bronze medal (1st place) 
for the Canadian Association for Photographic Art (CAPA) Theme 
Competition “Flowers”.  
His photos have been published in Camera Canada Magazine and 
Nature’s Best Magazine. His images have also appeared on the covers of 
Connon Nurseries plant catalogue and Poetry Canada Magazine. 
 
Don Corby 905-689-1976 or 1-877-689-1976  
www.corbyframing.ca 

 
 
 

Saturdays and Sundays only                              10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
Dundas Valley Trail Centre, Dundas Valley Conservation Area. 

 



                                                                                           

Waterfalls along the Niagara Escarpment 
by Joseph Hollick 

 
Washboard Falls (also called Upper Tiffany Falls) is located on the Niagara Escarpment in the Ancaster section 
of Hamilton. 
 
Washboard Falls is a Washboard Classical Cascade type of waterfall situated on Tiffany Creek in the Tiffany 
Falls Conservation Area. Its height is 5m. (16 ft.) and its crest width is 6 m. (20 ft.).  Washboard Falls has year 
round flow and thus can be visited at anytime of the year. 

 
There is not very much information on the 
history of Washboard Falls, however it was 
featured on a black and white vintage 
postcard (pictured left). In comparing the 
vintage postcard to current pictures, not 
much has changed over the past century 
due to its natural setting and lack of easy 
access. 
 
Washboard Falls is now inaccessible to 
the public. The only safe access is 
across private property and the 
landowner has not granted access.  

 
 

 
Alternatively, climbing 
the ravine slopes in 
the Tiffany Falls 
Conservation Area is 
not permitted.  
 
It is unsafe to do so 
and causes damage 
to the sensitive ravine 
ecosystem.e slopes 
in the Tiffany Falls 
Conservation Area 
is not permitted. It 
is unsafe to do so 
and causes damage 
to the sensitive 
ravine  

 
 

 

Happy Waterfalling! 
 

 



The Literal Rib 
by Ken Hall  

 
Extreme Birds by Dominic Couzens  

 
This is a book of the world’s most extraordinary and bizarre birds. 
Birds are some of the most familiar, the most foreign and the most 
fascinating of living things.  
They amaze us with their variety, stun us with their beauty and 
intrigue us with their ingenuity.  
Some even charm us with their seeming sense of humor. But of 
all the birds there are few that are simply extraordinary. 
EXTREME BIRDS brings together these avian champions. 
Superb photographs and concise text portray birds that live in the 
extreme – the fastest flier, the deepest diver, the most resourceful, 
the ugliest, the noisiest, even the smelliest. 
Alongside the more conventional record holders are some 
remarkable characters; the male emperor penguin that fasts for 
four months at a time; the thrust that breaks wind to help find its 

food; the palm cockatoo that plays a musical instrument to attract a mate; and the southern cassowary 
that can disembowel a human being. 
A lavish exploration of exceptional forms, bizarre habits and fantastic feats, EXTREME BIRDS reveals 
the extraordinary and complex ways which birds cope with the countless challenges of life. 
If you don’t know what bird has the strongest claws, or the keenest eyesight, or the longest tongue, or 
the fastest wing beat, or is the best mimic, or is the cleverest hunter, you will after you read this book. 
 

  
 
 
DOMINIC COUSINS has an encyclopedic knowledge of birds and has written many books on the 
subject. He is a leader of specialized birding tours and a regular contributor to BIRD WATCHING and 
BBC WILDLIFE magazines. He lives in the United Kingdom. You can visit his website at 
www.birdwords.co.uk         

 
 



Teachers’ Corner 
by Ken Hall 

 
If you are a Grade 4 teacher who is preparing to teach the Unit of Work, Rocks and Minerals you  
might like to receive the Kit that the Giant’s Rib Discovery Centre has prepared. 
 

 The Niagara Escarpment Commission has included the Unit of Work in their Google 
the “Niagara Escarpment Commission – Education” and under Grades 1 - 6 find the 
new Giant’s Rib Educational Kit for Grade 4. You may put together a copy of the 
Teacher’s Guide and a copy of a copy of the student’s resource package. 
 
Then, if you click below, you will be able to receive the Quicktime movies that 

accompany the Rocks and Minerals Unit. 
 
When you make your request, you must send your school e-mail, phone number and school address. 
TD Friends of the Environment have provided funds so that there will be no cost to teachers who  
would like the the Quicktime Movies. 
 

    
 

 
 
 
 If you know teachers or anyone else who would be  
interested in this information, please contact Ken Hall  
      at 905-627-1320 or at kenjoan75@sympatico.ca 
   Please note that past items from “Teachers’ Corner” are 
   available at www.giantsrib.ca in the Newsletters section. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



            

Rib Facts 
The Niagara Escarpment World Biosphere Reserve 

 
The Directors of the Giant’s Rib Discovery Centre form a Committee of the Niagara Escarpment World 
Biosphere Reserve. Their basic responsibilities are directed to helping ensure that the Niagara Escarpment 
continues to meet the three basic criteria of a biosphere reserve: 

 Contribute to conservation of  landscapes, ecosystems, species and genetic variation; 
 Foster economic and human development which is socio-culturally and ecologically sustainable; 
 Provide support for research, monitoring, education and information exchange related to local  
      national and global issues of conservation and development. 
 

The UNESCO Biosphere Reserve Designation 
The biosphere is all of the land, water and atmosphere that 
support life. 
A biosphere reserve is an international designation of recognition 
from UNESCO (the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and 
Cultural Organization) for an area in the world which is deemed to 
demonstrate a “balanced relationship between humans and the 
biosphere”.  
 

By this is meant that collaborative efforts among people in the designated area serve to promote the 
sustainability of local economies and communities, as well as the conservation of the terrestrial or coastal 
ecosystems they are in. 
 
 

Come Join the Friends of the Giant's Rib 
 
Would you like to make a difference?                   
  
The Executive of the Giant’s Rib Discovery Centre is looking for 
volunteers who wish to assume leadership roles with an 
organization that strives to educate the public on the need to 
preserve our magnificent Niagara Escarpment as a World 
Biosphere Reserve. 
 
If you are such a person, please contact Ken Hall at 905-627-1320  
or at kenjoan75@sympatico.ca 
 
You will learn more about the goals and objectives of the Giant’s 
Rib and also have the opportunity  to express what skills and 
talents you could offer to help the organization achieve its present 
undertakings and to move forward in new directions. 

 
 

 
 

Come and join our Team today! We hope to hear from you soon ! 
 



 

              

 
   
 

Your Giant’s Rib Discovery Centre’s Board of Directors for 2012 
Executive Officers 

 

Kenneth Hall, President     John MacRae, Treasurer     Joseph Hollick, Secretary 
                _____________________________________________________________ 

     

   William Edwards    Web-Site Administrator 
                             Kenneth Hall   Co-ordinator, Bruce Duncan Memorial Lecture Series 
                                                      Co-ordinator, Arts Program 
                         Chris Hamilton   Outreach Co-ordinator 
                         Joseph Hollick   Co-ordinator of Niagara Escarpment Waterfalls Research 
                                                      Co-ordinator of Site and Building Development 
                 Ernie Kuechmeister   Co-ordinator, Recognition Program  
                      Dr. John MacRae   Director of Audio-Visual Presentations 

             Kyle McLoughlin   Field Trip Co-ordinator 
                            Nancy Martin   Publicity and Communications Director 
                               Stan Nowak   Newsletter Editor 
                          Donna Quigley   New Direction’s Co-ordinator  
                             Danya Scime   Co-ordinator, Special Events 

 
 

 

Please consider the environment.  
Don't print this Newsletter  
unless you really need to. 

 

But, by all means, please feel free to share your newsletter 
with others via e-mail. 


